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Dear Families 

 

You will be used to receiving formal communications from me, but in these extraordinary times, I think a personal 

letter is appropriate. In so many ways I would like this letter to be just one of those ‘Headteacher’ letters which 
details the everyday - the wonderful normality of life at Addey and Stanhope.  However, it is not one of those 

letters and I want to start by acknowledging that the new ‘normal’ for all of us is one of hardship and immense 

strain – both emotionally and practically. 
 

First, I hope that you are well and safe.   Not a day goes by when I do not think of you all – students and families – 

and I want to reassure you that whilst we may not be together in the physical sense – we are here for you.  I am 

immensely proud of our staff who are working to support you in all sorts of ways.  I am hugely proud of our 
students who are engaging (in whatever way they can) in their learning and keeping in touch with our Addey’s 

family. 

 
I want you to know that the welfare of you all is my number one priority.  Safety and well-being will always come 

first:  for students, families and staff.  This is our immediate focus and will sustain our community over the coming 

weeks.  
 

I want you to know, too, that we understand the pressures that you are under at home and we do not want to add to 

this pressure.    Teachers are thinking very carefully about the tasks they are setting which aim to strengthen and 

review learning.  When students return, we will support them whatever stage they are at.  Our students know that 
they can ask for help through Show My Homework.  As always, please do contact the relevant member of staff if 

you are worried about anything.   

 
We are all learning about ourselves as a staff, and you - our students and families - in a period of adversity. This is 

a period of rapid change and adaptation for everyone.  We need to be patient with each other.  At this time, working 

together has even greater significance.    
 

Thank you all for your support. I have never felt more proud of our community than at this time and am very 

confident that we will get through this together, and that Addeys will emerge stronger than ever. 

 
Please take care and please know we are there for you all. 

 

With warmest wishes, 

 
Jan Shapiro 

Headteacher 
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