
472 New Cross Road  

London SE14 6TJ 

t: 020 8305 6100  

f: 020 8305 6101  

e: info@as.lewisham.sch.uk  

www.as.lewisham.sch.uk 

Twitter: @Addeys300   
 

 
Headteacher Jan Shapiro M.A  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chair of Governors: Dr Paul Trynka 
Voluntary aided. Founded 1715. Registered charity 312693 

20/08/2020 
 

GCSE Results 2020 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

I am always proud of my students and staff, but today I was especially proud.  Today was GCSE results’ day, a 
day which our students and our staff have worked so hard towards.  We were delighted to share our students’ 
results with them and even more delighted to see them – albeit socially distanced.   
 

I want to take the opportunity to explain how results were determined this year.  As you know, this year’s GCSE 
results had to be awarded differently from usual, after exams were unable to go ahead due to Covid-19.  
Schools were asked to use their professional expertise to make a fair and objective judgement of the grades 
they believed a student would have achieved had they sat their exams this year, and to submit these centre-
assessed grades (CAGs) to the relevant exam board.  
 

Our teachers, Heads of Department and Curriculum Leaders in every subject worked with Mr Murrells and Ms 
Bradd to discuss and agree the centre-assessed grade for each student.  They took into account a wide range of 
available evidence, including class work, PPEs, homework and other records of student performance.   
 

The intention was that the exam boards would then moderate the CAGs, to check that schools and colleges had 
approached this task consistently, before providing students with their final calculated grades.  Unfortunately, as 
you will no doubt be aware, the method they used to do this proved problematic, and was likely to lead to many 
grades being unfairly downgraded.  The government therefore made the decision that GCSE students would be 
awarded whichever was higher for each subject – their CAG or their calculated grade.  This is what the grades 
the students received today are based on.  
 

There will be a huge amount in the press over the coming days.  In many schools, students have received 
anomalous grades.  We have not been affected by this at Addey and Stanhope.  We are confident that the 
grades that our students have received are the grades they deserve. We are confident because the process we 
have gone through is robust and strong and has been carried out with the greatest integrity. 
 

I joined the school with the class of 2020, and they have always been a very special year group to me.  When I 
met them 5 years ago, I knew they were a year group of great potential.  That potential has been more than 
realised.  They represent the resilience, determination and ambition of all our students and staff.   
 

I would like to thank our staff who have steered them through and worked with such purpose to ensure that they 
get the results they deserve, and especially Ms Bradd, Mr Murrells, Mr Armstrong, the Year 11 tutor team, 
teachers and support staff who could not have done more to make today such a special day for our students.  
 
On behalf of us all, I would like to congratulate our Class of 2020 for everything they have achieved in this most 
difficult of years and throughout their time at Addey and Stanhope.  We couldn’t be prouder.   
 

With warmest wishes, 

 
Jan Shapiro 
Headteacher 
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